Fake News is Alive and Well

by Phillip W. Weiss

Fake News continues to amaze me. First, what is Fake News? Fake News is
the practice of creating or embellishing a story or otherwise putting a spin on the
facts to sell copy, push a political agenda, or, most often, do both. By its very
nature, Fake News is one of the most deceitful and unscrupulous forms of human
activity, managed by people driven by purely selfish and self-serving motives.
Fake News should not be confused with political propaganda. While political
propaganda, like Fake News, spreads lies packaged as truth, political propaganda
restricts itself to politics while Fake News expands that practice to include
practically every activity of human life. There isn’t a social event that is immune
from exploitation by Fake News.

There is nothing new about Fake News. It is as old as news reporting itself.
The entertainment industry, itself an appendage of Fake News, has produced
several movies that spoof Fake News. These movies include His Girl Friday
(1941), The Front Page (1974), Ace in the Hole (1951), Network (1976), The
Running Man (1987) and Wag the Dog (1997). While these movies have separate
story lines, they all depict the news media as managed by unscrupulous
operators manufacturing or spinning stories for profit and in the process

generating mass confusion and havoc.
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In 2026, Fake News reached new levels of distortion in its reporting of two
stories, first, the flight of Artemis Il around the moon and second, the New York
Knicks winning the NBA championship. Fake News packaged both stories as
once in a life time events that were without precedent. The fact that the United
States had already sent astronauts to the moon several times and that the Knicks
had already won two NBA championships were inconvenient facts that were
played down, marginalized, and finally totally ignored to whip up public interest in
events that others had already accomplished REPEATEDLY and at a fraction of
the cost and with far less fanfare. The same applies to Fake News’ treatment of
the United States hosting the 2026 FIFA World Cup, packaging this event as
something unique while conveniently ignoring the fact that this was not the first
time the United States had hosted these games.

Artemis Il, Knicks championship, FIFA World Cup - it’s all been done
before. Fakes News’ deliberate failure to connect these events to the past is a
form of suppressing and denying history to promote a narrative that extols the
present as being something superior to whatever happened in the past under the
watch of other people for whom Fake News has no use and whose
accomplishments, to Fake News, mean nothing. For Fake News the historical
narrative starts with the present and ends with the present. Fake News is not
interested in writing history. Rather, Fake News reports events to sell stories for
profit. Thus, Fake News is corrupt which effects the way Fake News reports

stories.



My point is this: when following current events, keep in mind the goal of
Fake News, which is to sell stories for the purpose of influencing public opinion,
and to try to separate the facts from the spin when forming opinions based on

what Fake News reports.
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