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"Nothing can now be believed which is seen in a newspaper. Truth itself becomes
suspicious by being put into that polluted vehicle.”

THOMAS JEFFERSON, letter to John Norvell, Jun. 11, 1807

“The man who never looks into a newspaper is better informed than he who reads
them, inasmuch as he who knows nothing is nearer to truth than he whose mind
is filled with falsehoods and errors."

THOMAS JEFFERSON, letter to John Norvell, Jun. 11, 1807

"Defamation is becoming a necessary of life; insomuch, that a dish of tea in the
morning or evening cannot be digested without this stimulant. Even those who
do not believe these abominations, still read them with complaisance to their
auditors, and instead of the abhorrence and indignation which should fill a
virtuous mind, betray a secret pleasure in the possibility that some may believe
them, though they do not themselves.”

THOMAS JEFFERSON, letter to John Norvell, Jun. 11, 1807

"It is not he who prints, but he who pays for printing a slander, who is its real author."

THOMAS JEFFERSON, letter to John Norvell, Jun. 11, 1807
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